
Geography Key Stage One - Autumn 2

NC Objectives

Y1: use world maps,

atlases and globes to

identify the United

Kingdom and its

countries

-name, locate and

identify characteristics of

the four countries and

capital cities of the

United Kingdom and its

surrounding seas

-use basic geographical

vocabulary to refer to:

key physical features,

including: beach, cliff,

coast, forest, hill,

mountain, sea, ocean,

river, soil, valley,

vegetation, season and

weather key human

features, including: city,

town, village, factory,

farm, house, office, port,

harbour and shop

-use simple compass

directions (North, South,

East and West) and

locational and directional

language [for example,

near and far; left and

right], to describe the

location of features and

routes on a map

Y2: identify the location

of hot and cold areas of

the world in relation to

KS1 Y1: Mapping the World - Continents and Oceans & Weather
These units should take approx. 5 weeks to teach.

KS1 Y2: Mapping the World- The United Kingdom & Weather
These units should take approx. 5 weeks to teach.

Key Concepts and Skills

Locational Knowledge
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
Human and physical geography

KO - Mapping the World - Continents and Oceans
KO - Weather

KO - The United Kingdom

POLfours

What does the blue and

green represent on the map

of the world below?

Can you match the ocean to

the correct location on the

map of the world?

POLfours

What is your address?

What is your house number?

Does your flat have a block

name?

What is the name of the

street where you live?

What is the name of the

borough you live in?

Name the countries & the

capital cities of the United

Kingdom

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16axo49q-IFpvMeozAbgnujlruedDorhN7m0TBXQO8t8/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HSLR9AK7YBzd35Z3VVAwIFupdZiLO0Hr/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ViAB024FRRC5OLg4VBggcM_B_VrojQ5l_cf0Kcp9t64/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AMXp7YxB0PxewezLVUugD01Vw_DQ27Cb5O9_A8ycghk/edit?addon_store
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AMXp7YxB0PxewezLVUugD01Vw_DQ27Cb5O9_A8ycghk/edit?addon_store


the Equator and the

North and South Poles

-name and locate the

world’s seven continents

and five oceans

-use world maps, atlases

and globes to identify

the countries, continents

and oceans studied at

this key stage The blue represents the ocean

or sea (water). The green

represents the land.
For example;
Southern Ocean - E
Arctic Ocean - A

Can you name and locate the

seven continents? Match the

ocean to the correct colour.

Worksheet.

Africa - red

Europe - pink

South America - green

North America - dark yellow

Asia - purple

Antarctica - yellow

Mr Jones wants to visit

Antarctica next summer.

What should he pack in his

suitcase? Why should he pack

these items?

Mr Jones should pack the following
items:
Warm coat and hat
Gloves and scarf
Warm boots with thick socks
Sunglasses

What is a postcode?

Do you know your postcode?

My house number is xx

My block of flats is called

The street is called xx

I live in the borough xx

My postcode is xx

Wales - red

England - pink

Scotland - blue

North Ireland - yellow

Match the capital city to the

country:

Wales - Cardiff

England - London

Scotland - Edinburgh

Northern Ireland - Belfast

United Kingdom - London

Can you describe seven

human and seven physical

features you would see if

you visited England and the

capital city London:

England:

● hills

● valleys

Compass directions

Use the map below to

describe the direction

between 2 points using

compass directions.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ViAB024FRRC5OLg4VBggcM_B_VrojQ5l_cf0Kcp9t64/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AMXp7YxB0PxewezLVUugD01Vw_DQ27Cb5O9_A8ycghk/edit?addon_store


A camera and binoculars
compass
emergency whistle

Children will need to explain why -
adults will need to scribe for some
children

● coastline

● countryside

● mountains

● lakes

● rivers

London:

Buckingham palace

London Bridge

Houses of Parliament

Year One

Start each lesson by sharing the definition of Geography: Geography
is the study of places and the relationship between people and their
environment.

Year Two

Start each lesson by sharing the definition of Geography:
Geography is the study of places and the relationship between
people and their environment.

The following objectives are taught during morning registration
every day in Y1
Weather
LI: To identify daily weather patterns
LI: To identify seasonal weather patterns
Define the term weather and season.
Recognise different types of weather each day and record these.
Recognise common weather symbols.
Observe and record the weather over a week.
A selection of the observations and records which exemplify the
season need to to be kept. These will be used in future lessons to refer
back to and make comparisons of the weather in the UK across the



four seasons.

Lesson 1
Mapping the world - The United Kingdom

LI To locate land and water on a globe (and map) of the world.

Ask c some q’s to find out what they know:
Where do we live?

Show Google Earth (echalk also has globe resources) interactive view
of the planet.
What can you see?
What is this called? (Earth)
Why is it blue / green / yellow? What do we call this?
Introduce terms oceans/land
Show a map of the world.
What’s similar / different?

BBC bitesize - globe and map
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhp34j/articles/zw7gsk7

Definition of an ocean…’an ocean is a large body of water’ (could
mention that it’s salt water)
(Note - a ‘sea’ is a smaller body of water)
Definition of a continent…’a continent is a large body of land’

Tell the children some facts:
There are 5 main oceans and seven continents. Do the children know
any?
Introduce the two largest oceans - the Atlantic (because it’s near the
UK) and the Pacific (as it is the largest.)

Mapping the world - the United Kingdom
Lesson 1
LI: know the name and location of where we live

Discuss: Where do we live? What’s your address? What’s the street
name? What’s the area we live in (ie North Kensington). Who lives
out of North Kensington?
Why do we have an address?
Why is it important to know your address?

Record
Give all the children a postcard to label up with their addresses on
the back - ready to post to their own homes at the end of this unit.

Record
Give the children a map of London with the borough outlines
marled on
Notice how london is split into boroughs and ours is called
Kensington and Chelsea.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhp34j/articles/zw7gsk7


Show the children this view of the world and discuss. (Each child must
have a blank version of this map which is going to be used in each of
the next 4 lessons)

Record
Ask the children to label the two oceans discussed today.

Look at these two films (teacher watch and pick suitable clips to show)
This first clip is boats caught in monster waves on the ocean.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufCaeD4Q52s

This second clip is the trailer to the Blue Planet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAphgHhlteM

Together, find and label Westminster, Kensington & Chelsea, Brent,
Hammersmith and Fulham boroughs. Ask the children to colour the
borough they live in.

Show the children a map of the United Kingdom and find where
London is located.

Discuss: Ask the children what the know about the UK (cities,
motorways, areas, where have we been on holiday, counties,
Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, capital cities, famous places,
buildings, lakes etc)

Mapping the world
Lesson 2

Mapping the world -UK Lesson 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufCaeD4Q52s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kAphgHhlteM


LI: to name and locate the 5 oceans of the world

Revise last week’s lesson on oceans and continents. Introduce the
names of the other 3 oceans; Indian, Southern and Arctic.

Record
Refer back to the map from last week.
Cut and stick labels of the oceans on to a blank world map.

Open Google Earth - find the oceans (that they have just labeled) on
the Earth as it spins round.

Song to play to the children to learn the names of the 5 oceans:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9GuUOV9D1U

(Could make a large display of the Earth - as in the map above - which
gets added to each week)
(Next week it’s the continents)

LI: name and locate the 4 home countries and their capital cities -
of the United Kingdom
Recap continents and oceans of the world (see Year 1 planning on
the left hand side of this document).
Which continent is the UK part of?

Find a range of maps that show the United Kingdom on them (from
world maps to European ones) and find the UK on each one. Begin
to recognise the shape of the UK. (Key Stage One atlasses can be
shared at this point too)

Look at the map of the United Kingdom and introduce the four
countries of the UK. Why is the UK called the ‘United’ Kingdom? (It
is a union of four countries). Remind students that the Republic of
Ireland (or Eire) is a separate country to the UK although both make
up the British Isles.

Now look at the capital cities of the UK. Can the students match the
capital city to the country? Which country do they live in? What is
the capital city of their country?

Vimeo film - introduction to the UK

Record- link to resource attached below
Label their own map of the British Isles with the 4 countries and
the 4 capital cities.

Plenary ideas:
Look at the seas and oceans around the UK. What is the difference
between a sea and an ocean? What are their names?

Can the students match the flags to the countries of the UK?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-czxUrlVMMh3Qk4QpqE8wxi30W_tw0tB/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w9GuUOV9D1U
https://vimeo.com/327955605
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18JR3aX33WoLo4LabFc2dlf2elMyhHFp8/edit#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/18JR3aX33WoLo4LabFc2dlf2elMyhHFp8/edit#slide=id.p1


Mapping the world - Lesson 3
LI: to recognise and name the seven continents

Start by recapping; the globe, the continents, land, sea etc.
Listen to the Oceans song again (see above)

Show the children a large map of the world.
Explain what a continent is. Tell them there are seven continents.
See above…

Show a map of the world now with the continents labelled. Read them
aloud together.

Focus on the continents’ shape.
Play a game…

Mapping the world - lesson 3
(prepare a blank A4 UK map for the children to label)
LI: England - identify characteristics of the country and its capital
city
Flick through a range of photos on the IWB that represent the
different human and physical features of England…

● Countryside / farmland
● Mountains -
● Cities - some famous sights in London
● Villages
● Coastal / fishing villages / beach
● Port / cliff

Discuss these characteristics of England from the photos above..
Physical ones
Beach, cliff, coast, forrest, hill, mountain, sea, river, valley,
Human ones
Town, city, village, farm, port, harbour

Next,
Show the children the outline of the UK on a simple map.
Label the 4 home nations together:

Using the photos on the flip chart above and a KS1 atlas - discuss
each in more detail:

Record
Some facts to learn:



Teacher - cut up the sheet above. Separate the words from the
continents and show the map below on the IWB.
Teacher can label the continents on the IWB slide with the children.

Record
The children can then match and stick the name and continent
together and stick them in their books. (One at a time, altogether if
necessary).

Show the class the first minute of this video (as a summary of the
earth/ocean/continent learning).
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wg-pFtvsvmo

(Remember to add to the large world map in the class display)

● Cities: London is the capital city, but the next biggest cities
are Birmngham, Manchester and Newcastle. (Find them in
an atlas and label them on their own copy of a UK map)

● Where is the highest mountain in England (Scafell). Ask the
children to label the Lake District on their map

● The river Thames. (Ask the children to draw a line marking
the river (roughly in the right place!)

If time, watch this film about London.
● London

What places do the children recognise?

Mapping the world - Lesson 4
LI: Be able to describe the main features of a continent.
(Focus on Antarctica) - (And Africa for next week’s lesson as a
comparison)

Mapping the world- UK lesson 4
LI: Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland (identify characteristics
of the country and its capital city)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wg-pFtvsvmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sP5omMcJPNE


Recap on the names and shapes of the continents (quick fire flip chart
slides?)
Can the children try matching their names to their shapes?
Show one continent on its own. Can the children all name it etc

This week we will focus on Antarctica (and its physical features)

Show the video below
The frozen continent video link below (3 minutes)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TiXOQn7z9Hg
Discuss what the children have seen. What does it look like etc

Remind c where antarctica is - find it on the globe and maps again.

Record
After a lot of discussion:
Teachers play the film again and pause for the children to draw the
features as they appear on the film. Teacher will need to prepare a
sheet with 5 or 6 boxes where the children can draw pictures (and
label if possible)....

● Snow capped mountains
● Whales
● Penguins
● Icebergs
● Seals

Second film: Exploring Antarctica
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu7rTQCI07Y
Show the second video above (and see if the children can spot all the
things from their list above).
Focus discussions on what the people in the film are wearing (warm
weather clothing etc)

IWB - Show the children the flag and one physical and human
feature of each country

● Scotland - Edinburgh Castle and Loch Ness
● Wales - Millennium Stadium and Snowdon
● Northern Ireland - Giant's Causeway

Ask the children to label their own A4 map with the information
above. (Countries, capital cities etc)

Record
Remind children about their postcards that they added their
addresses on a few weeks ago.

Task: Today we’re going to pretend we’re visiting Scotland and
we’re going to write to our families at home in London about our
day out there.

Show the following films to the children of Scotland.
Make a list of all the wonderful things you can do in Scotland with
the children. Pause the video and the teacher make notes.

Model some sentences…
Eg.
In Scotland you can…
Today I saw….
Did you know that….
You would like to….

Children finish the sentences. Add their own if possible. Add a
picture of something they ‘saw’ on the front.

(If there are enough stamps in the school office, go out to a

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TiXOQn7z9Hg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qu7rTQCI07Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FlG6tbYaA88


postbox and post them home. If not, post just one back to school).

Mapping the world - Lesson 5
LI: Be able to describe the main features of a continent. (Africa)

Recap on the names and shapes of the continents (quick fire flip chart
slides?)
Can the children try matching their names to their shapes?
Show one continent on its own. Can the children all name it etc

This week we will focus on Africa (and its physical features)

Show the BBC bitesize video below - introduction to Africa
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-eyfs-ks1-go-jetter
s-continent-of-africa/zfv7d6f

Second video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSYHMWmyVfo
Discuss what the children have seen. What does it look like etc

Remind c where Africa - find it on the globe and maps again.
Record
After a lot of discussion: (as with last week’s lesson)
Teachers play the film again and pause for the children to draw the
features as they appear on the film. Teacher will need to prepare a
sheet with 5 or 6 boxes where the children can draw pictures (and
label if possible)....

● Sahara (desert)
● Rainforest
● Hippos / Elephants / Zebra / Lions (cats) Giraffe (pick 2 or 3 to

draw)

Mapping the world - Lesson 5
LI: Compass directions
Recap the work done previously….

Watch this short film (focusing on the points of a compass)
Why do we need a compass? (So we know where we are and won’t
get lost).
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1-
-ks2-maps/zdwhpg8

Show the children a picture of a compass.
(Most smartphones have a compass now - which teacher could
share under the visualiser)

Find north from the classroom.. Ask the children to point north.
Go out in to the playground and do the same. Point East, West and
South

Teach the children the saying:
NESW - Naughty Elephants Squirt Water

Record
Compass directions work sheet
Apply the compass skills to their map of the United Kingdom.
In the corner of their map, add a compass bearing image, labelling
it NSEW.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-eyfs-ks1-go-jetters-continent-of-africa/zfv7d6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-eyfs-ks1-go-jetters-continent-of-africa/zfv7d6f
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSYHMWmyVfo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-maps/zdwhpg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/geography-ks1--ks2-maps/zdwhpg8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zJgvhWw7ZwuFP0ZtuQfI5yFQgNEA_FmC/view


● Pyramids
● City
● Village

Focus discussions on what the people in the film are wearing (clothing
etc)
Discuss and summarise - how are Africa and Antarctica different?

Can you find the equator on a map/globe?
What is it? (an imaginary line)
Why is it drawn on the globe?
What is above/below it?
TYpically, what is the weather like along the equator?

Then write a few sentences using North / South / East / West to
explain places in the UK in relation to each other.

Eg…
Scotland is North of England.
Wales is West of England
London is South of Newcastle
Belfast in West of Newcastle
London is East of Cardiff




