
Colour and Painting KS1

Inspiration from the Greats

Key Vocabulary and definitions
• Abstract: pictures of objects, people or scenes that are not realistic 

and can be difficult to recognise.
• Colour Mixing: mixing colours to make a new colour or change the 

original colour.
• Mark Making: create texture in a piece of art by painting little lines 

and patterns.
• Media: the materials and tools an artist uses to create a piece of art.
• Palette: A hard surface to mix paint on.
• Primary colours: red, blue and yellow (colours that cannot be made) 
• Secondary colours: Purple, green and orange (primary colours 

mixed together)
• Strokes: how paint is applied to the paper
• Textures: the feeling of a surface, creating it through painting.
• Tint - where an artist adds white to a colour to create a lighter 

version of the colour.
• Tone- refers to the relative lightness or darkness of a colour. 
• Shade- where an artist adds black to a colour to darken it down.
• Hue- the origin of the colours we can see.

Practical Skills and Techniques

Painting Technique
W water,  W wipe,  P paint,   P palette,  P paper

Colour mixing - Secondary ColoursPrimary Colours

Wassily Kandinsky Salvador Dali Alma Thomas

Top Tips
Look closely at what you are painting: consider colours, 
tones, lights, shadows, textures and shape.
Using the paint brush: dip the tip of the brush in and stroke it 
on the paper, don’t scrub it!
Avoid muddying the colours: Wash the paint brush when 
changing colours.
Check the colour wheel: to help remember which colours you 
mix to get which colours. Claude Monet


