
Colour and Painting LKS2

Inspiration from the Greats

Key Vocabulary and definitions
• Cold Colours: blue, green, purple. They remind us of things like 

water or grass. They recede away from the eye. 
• Complimentary colours: are opposite sides on the colour wheel, 

they contrast each other to create a vibrant look.
• Composition: the arrangement or organisation of objects in a 

work of art.
• Dry brush – a dry brush with paint can be used on paper or canvas 
• Neutral colours: pale grey, cream or beige.
• Sgraffito: a method of removing excess paint by scratching 

through to the layer below. 
• Shades: when a colour is made darker by adding black, e.g. a 

shade of blue (dark blue).
• Tertiary Colours: tertiary colours are made by mixing together a 

primary colour and a secondary colour.
• Tints: when a colour is made lighter by adding white, e.g. a tint of 

blue (light blue).
• Tones: changing a colour by adding grey.
• Warm Colours: red, orange, yellow. They remind us of things like 

the sun or fire. They ‘advance’ space towards the eye.
• Wet-on-wet: layers of wet paint are added to already wet paint.

Practical Skills and Techniques
Colour mixing - secondary and tertiary colours
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Complimentary Colours
Red and Green , 
Blue and Orange, 
Yellow and Purple. 

Black and white 
Black and white are not 
included on an artist’s colour 
wheel as they are thought of 
as tones or tints and shades.

Painting Techniques

Tertiary Colours

making brown


