
Textiles and Sewing UKS2

Inspiration from the Greats

Key Vocabulary and definitions
• Applique: ornamental needlework, when pieces of fabric are 

sewn or stuck on to a larger piece to form a picture or pattern.
• Cross Stitch: a stitch formed of two stitches crossing each other.
• Design: a drawing that is completed to show what your ideas 

are and what you will create.
• Embellishments: adding extra sequins, beads. 
• Embroidery: using thread to apply decorative designs onto 

fabric using a needle.
• Embroidery Hoop: this is a circular wooden frame with a 

tightening device which holds the fabric tight so it is stable. 
• Textile art: is the process of creating something using fibres 

gained from sources like plants, animals, insects (think silk 
worms!), or synthetic materials. Examples of textiles include 
tapestries, rugs, quilts, and of course clothing

• Weaving: creating fabric by interlacing thread, wool, fabric or 
paper.

Practical Skills and Techniques

Top tips
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• Practice threading a 
needle! This will be 
extremely helpful. 

Stencilling – on fabric, fabric or acrylic paint

Painting – on fabric, fabric or acrylic paint

Painting  and embroidery together – on fabric

Weaving


