Where is South Africa located?

South Africa is situated in the
southernmost part of the African
continent. South Africa is located in
the southern hemisphere. South
Africa is surrounded by the Atlantic
and Indian Oceans
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Natural Resources - South Africa

Year 4 Geography -

What is a Natural Resource?

Natural resources are present in nature but won’t last

forever. They are resources that will eventually run out.

What Natural Resources are found in South Africa
Diamond and gold are the most mined and profitable
natural resources in South Africa. They are expensive
because they are rare and there is high demand.

Vocabulary :

mining

how miners extract materials from the
ground.

gold

it is a precious metal known for its attractive
yellow color.

radioactivity

Radioactivity plays a crucial role in both
nature and technology, but it must be handled
with care due to the potential health risks.

renewable

A resources which can be used repeatedly
because it is replaced naturally.

non-renewable

Once these resources are used up, they
cannot be replaced.

Why do people mine gold?

Gold is mined in South Africa and is exported
to be made in to jewellery, electronic devices,
medals, coins, trophies, teeth.

Why is gold so precious?

The price of natural resources is based on:
° How rare they are
° How hard to find they are
° How easy it is to get them
° Their quality
° The demand for it

Gold is very rare and is hard to find.

What are some of the environmental problems
with mining gold?

Land Damage/radioactive material — When
gold is mined, large areas of land are dug up,
which can destroy forests and habitats where
animals live.

Water Pollution — The chemicals used to
separate gold from rocks, like mercury, can get
into rivers and lakes, making the water unsafe
for plants, animals, and even people.

Air Pollution — Mining can release dust and
harmful gases into the air, which can affect the
quality of the air we breathe.

Soil Erosion — Digging up land can cause soil to
wash away, making it harder for plants to grow
back.



